Newsletter January 2007

Club News

During the last few weeks some changes have been made to the Club management structure.   The main change is the seperation of the functions of the Board of Directors (BOD) and the Management Committee (MC).   Two new directors, Gareth Cunningham and Dickie Feakes have been appointed to the BOD and join the three existing directors, Alan Jenkins, Nick Kelly and Tony Head.  The Chairman of the BOD remains in the hands of Alan Jenkins.  In turn, the BOD have appointed one of their number, Dickie Feakes to chair the MC.

The BOD will immediately assume all responsibility for the securing the long term future of the Club and the airfield, while the day to day operation of the Club will be handled by the MC.   This revised structure, together with the appointment of the two new directors will be put to the Membership for ratification at the next AGM planned for April 2007.

CFI

Firstly a big thanks to our outgoing CFI Gary Binnie who is stepping down from the post after almost three years of hard work.   Gary has been CFI since the formation of WGC and has guided the Club through its formative years, establishing excellent training and safety practices.    Gary, we hope to see you mastering the Tiger Moth and making perfect three pointers in a gusty cross wind, but be careful, those assembled in front of the bus will be carrying cards with 1 to 10 marked on them!
The BOD have appointed Pete Brown as the new CFI and he will take over from Gary with immediate effect.   Pete brings a wide level of experience and expertise to the Club and we hope that you will give him every support.

BGA Motor Glider

Your MC has secured the use of the BGA Rotax Falke for 2007.   During the year the Falke will be operated as a Club asset and will remain at Bicester and not be detached elsewhere.   Unfortunately, the BGA insurance requirements place a high pilot hours requirement on the use of this asset which means that not all those qualified can currently fly it as P1.   This is being reviewed

Member’s Accounts
Members accounts are maintained on a computer system called Logpile.   Up to the present time no regular account statements have been issued which has allowed some Members accounts to go into the red.    It is Club policy that all Members should keep their accounts in credit and to assist in this, an individual statement of account can now be e-mailed to members.   If you want to see a statement of your account, please e-mail the Office on office@windrushers.org.uk.

Manning of the Office
Following the departure of Sue and Max for warmer climes during our Winter, we have appointed Clare Farmer to look after the office in Sue’s absence.  Clare will be in the office at weekends and every Monday.   She will do her best to answer any questions you may have, please give her your support.   We hope that Clare will continue to run the office at weekends once Max and Sue return in April.   Clare will be assisted by Gem and Carole Smith, one of our new members from Booker

Membership Subscription Alignment

The MC have decided that all subcriptions and charges will be aligned to expire on 30th June each year.   This means that any memberships that expire during the next 6 months will be renewed until 30 June 2007, with a further renewal for a full year due on 1 July 2007.   Those of you who have been members since the Club’s formation will already be aligned.   This realignment will assist the Office in managing the renewal of Member’s subscriptions as everyone will shortly become due for renewal on the same date.

Weather Station

The Club has refurbished the weather station and the current weather details were available on the web site 24 hours a day.    Unfortunately, the wind sensor on the hangar roof has not survived the gale just after Christmas so the weather station is in-operative at the moment.   It is planned to re-install it on the old control tower where it will not be affected by the windflow over the hangar as it is now.

Dog Walkers (Social Members)

Unfortunately, we have had recent incidents where dog walkers have not complied with our basic rules.   The rules are currently being redrafted and will be circulated to all current social members in due course.   Meanwhile, please ensure that your dogs remain under control at all times and are not allowed to run on the main airfield area inside the perimeter track or intimidate other member’s dogs at any time.

Airfield

Finally, the airfield is currently fairly soft and the grass easily damaged.   There are some actions we can all take to minimise damage to the grass surface:

a. When driving around the airfield, please use the perimeter track and do not drive on the grass.   I know its surface is smoother than the perimeter track but we do not want to cause permanent damage to the grass.

b. If you driving the retrieve vehicles, do NOT use four wheel drive (it cuts up the grass).   Also do not make sharp turns at any time.

c. When driving the bus on the airfield, drive carefully and slowly.   Also, avoid driving the bus or cars on the grass areas around the Clubhouse.

With best wishes,

Dickie Feakes

Chairman Management Committee
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